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Babies from the bush….
meet Kenya’s galagos (Part 2)
By Yvonne de Jong, Tom Butynski & Noah Dekker. Photographs and maps by the authors

 We continue with our three-part series on Kenya’s galagos (also known as ‘bushbabies’ or ‘komba’) to celebrate 
50 years of WCK as well as WCK’s logo and magazine...which both bear the name ‘komba’. ‘Komba’ was selected 
50 years ago to show that all creatures, small and big, are important. 

Kenya lesser galago in Mwea National Reserve, central Kenya.
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Large ears, big eyes, fluffy tail, 
and small….the galagos are fully 
equipped to qualify as ‘Africa’s 
cutest group of mammals’.

Galagos are arboreal (they occupy 
trees or bush) and nocturnal (active 
at night, sleep during the day). With 
their big eyes, excellent sense of 
smell, superb hearing, and ability to 
leap several times their own body 
length, they are among Africa’s most 
interesting nocturnal mammals. 
Galagos are omnivorous, their diet 
includes fruit, gum, and insects. 
They do not need to drink--the mois-
ture in and on their food is enough 
to get by. 

Kenya has no fewer than six species 
and nine subspecies of galagos. 
Komba 1 2018 covered greater gala-
gos.  This issue covers small-eared 
galagos.

During the day, galagos sleep in 
dense vegetation, old bird nests, 
hollow trees, among thorns, or 
even in the roof of a building or in a 
bee-hive. All galagos make a loud 
call that is unique to the species.

Why is it called ‘bushbaby’?
Two galago species have a loud 
call which is similar to the cry of a 
human baby, therefore the name 
‘bushbaby’. The loud call is a good 
way to identify the species. If you 
want to hear what galagos sound 
like, then go to www.wildsolutions.
nl/galago and click on the species 
you are curious about.

Below is a photographic guide to 
the lesser galagos of Kenya. It will 

be useful when you want to iden-
tify them in your garden or when on 
safari. Have fun looking for komba!

Northern lesser galago
The northern lesser galago Galago 
senegalensis is medium in body size 
(200 grams). This species has four 
subspecies in Kenya, all of which 
occur in woodlands, bushlands and 
riverine forests (see the map below). 
They feed mostly on insects and 
acacia gum. 

1. The Senegal lesser galago 
Galago senegalensis senegalensis 
occurs in extreme west Kenya.  

Senegal lesser galago peeking from 
the safety of its nest hole in Kidepo 
Valley National Park, northeast 
Uganda. 

Distribution in Kenya of the four subspecies of northern lesser galago.
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2. The Kenya lesser galago 
Galago senegalensis braccatus is 
found east of the Great Rift Valley. 
They are yellowish-orange on the 
limbs and sides (as shown in the 
above photograph). This distin-
guishes Kenya lesser galago from 
Senegal lesser galago and Uganda 
lesser galago which are more grey.

3.  The Uganda lesser galago 
Galago senegalensis sotikae is 
in south Kenya. In Kenya they 
are yellowish-grey while in north 
Tanzania they are greyer. They have 
big ears compared to the other three 
subspecies (as shown in the photo-
graph to the right).

Kenya lesser galago in Tana River Primate National Reserve, north coast of Kenya.

Uganda lesser galago in the Loita 
Hills, southwest Kenya.
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4. The Ethiopian lesser galago 
Galago senegalensis dunni occurs 
in north-east Kenya, but we know 
little about the range of this subspe-
cies in Kenya. 

Somali lesser galago 
The Somali lesser galago Galago 
gallarum lives in dryer habitats than 
any other primate in Africa. They 
travel with ease through very thorny 
bushes and trees. This, of course, is a 
great way to protect themselves from 
predators. The Somali lesser galago 
is the prettiest of all galagos with their 
orange-grey bodies and black eye 
rings. The Somali lesser galago lives 
north and east of the Tana River in 
east, central, and north Kenya (see 
the map below).

Do you want to see more galago 
photographs and learn more 
about their distributions? If so, 
go to our Photographic Maps on: 
ht tp: / /w w w.w i ldso lu t ions .n l /
photography/photomap/

To listen to the unique loud call 
that each species of galago 
makes, go to: 
ht tp: / /w w w.w i ldso lu t ions .n l /
vocal-profiles/

More on galagos in the 
next issue of  Komba 
(Komba 3, 2018)

Somali lesser galago active during the day in Meru National Park, central 
Kenya.

(Left) Distribution in Kenya of the Somali 
lesser galago.


