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Cover photograph: Adult male red-and-yellow barbet Trachyphonus erythrocephalus, Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. Photograph by 
Paul Benson. 
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News 

Knob-billed duck: Species 383 on the Lolldaiga Hills Ranch Bird List 

Yvonne de Jong & Tom Butynski 

A flock of at least 20 knob-billed ducks Sarkidiornis melanotos was observed on 1 May 2017 at Dam Baharini, 

northern Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. This brings the total number of species on the Lolldaiga Hills Ranch Bird List to 

383.  

 
 

 

The knob-billed duck (or comb duck) has a wide distribution in Africa and Asia. This relatively large and 

distinctive duck prefers dams and pans surrounded by woodland. The male maintain a territory during the 

breeding season (wet season). The female nests close to water in tree cavities, abandoned bird nests (including 

those of hamerkop Scopus umbretta), walls of buildings, or on tree stumps. Knob-billed ducks feed on vegetable 

matter, aquatic insect larvae, and locusts.  

 

The knob-billed duck is an intra-African migrant. Seasonal movements are related to water availability, but 

remain poorly-understood. Despite declining numbers, the knob-billed duck is assessed as ‘Least Concern’ on 

the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The main treats are hunting, habitat destruction, poison, and avian 

influenza.  

Adult female (left) and adult male (right) knob-billed ducks Sarkidiornis melanotos at Dam Baharini, northern 
Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong. 
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Adult female (right) and adult male (left) knob-
billed ducks Sarkidiornis melanotos at Dam 
Baharini, northern Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. At the 
time of the encounter, newly filled Dam Baharini 
was hosting a high diversity of bird species, 
including yellow-billed stork Mycteria ibis. 
Photograph by Yvonne de Jong. 

 
 
 

 
PhD Abstract 

Pastoralist settlement and the anthropogenic savannah: the archaeo-ecology of Maili Sita, Kenya 

Oliver Boles, Institute of Archaeology, University College London, UK 

Pastoralism has long been regarded as a difficult subject matter for archaeology, particularly in eastern Africa. 

Ephemeral settlements are presumed to leave little physical residue, such that reconstructions of pastoralist 

ethno-histories have relied on often-vague distributions of material culture. Cultural-stratigraphic approaches 

are limited in their capacity to explore the lifeways and social dynamics behind material expressions. As a 

consequence, our knowledge of how herding spread into the region and the historical development of the 

specialised stock-keeping communities seen today is hindered by a methodological incapacity to address what 

are arguably the fundamental drivers of pastoralist daily experience: mobility and landscape ecology. 

This dissertation argues that the interaction of these 

two elements provides the foundation for pastoralist 

economics, politics and culture. Movement around 

the savannah, ostensibly in response to the needs of 

livestock, not only shapes herders’ social interactions 

and experiences of environment, but also leaves a 

physical impact on those landscapes. While built 

structures may not survive archaeologically, this 

dissertation discusses how settlement, however 

temporary, affects local ecology in ways that endure 

and might be ‘read’ as a proxy record of herders’ 

presence and practices. 

With respect to the mid-second millennium site of  

Maili Sita on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch, in central Kenya’s Laikipia Plateau, various data are employed to assess how 

settlement and particular patterns of land-use have impacted soils and vegetation. Using geoarchaeological 

survey and satellite imagery to assess the legacy effects of human presence, alongside isotope data derived from 

cattle teeth and relating to mobility and resource use, I argue that Maili Sita was part of a regional phenomenon 

of ethno-linguistic interaction, exchange and assimilation that precipitated the paradox of the defined- 

yet-entangled identities which continue to characterise the pastoralist societies of eastern Africa. 

 

The full dissertation is available at: https://ucl.academia.edu/OliverBoles/ 

Maili Sita, Lolldaiga Hills Ranch, central Kenya, with Mount 
Kenya in the background.  

https://ucl.academia.edu/OliverBoles/
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Blog 

Sexual dimorphism in the violet-backed starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 
Yvonne de Jong & Tom Butynski 
 
One of the eight species of starling known to occur on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch is the violet-backed starling 
Cinnyricinclus leucogaster. In April 2017, Paul Benson photographed the male and female of this spectacular bird 
on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch---demonstrating the great sexual dimorphism in this species  
 

 
 
 
The violet-backed starling, sometimes referred to as ‘plum-coloured starling’ or ‘amethyst starling’, is 
predominantly found in the woodlands and savannah edges of sub-Saharan Africa. Adult males are a distinctive 
purple and white. Juveniles and adult females are, however, mottled brown and white, and often confused with 
non-starling species. This relatively small starling (ca. 19 cm, 60 grams) mainly feeds on fruits and insects.  
 
The violet-backed starling is an intra-African migrant. Although common year round, this species is most 
abundant in East Africa during March–September when migrants from the south reach the region. Although 
assessed as ‘Least Concern’ on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, this species is declining in abundance 
due to habitat degradation and loss.  
 
More of Paul Benson’s photograph from Lolldaiga Hills Ranch can be found in his portfolio at: 
http://www.lolldaiga.com/project-type/paul-benson/.  

 
 
 
  

 
 

The strongly sexually dimorphic violet-backed starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch; adult male on 
the left and adult female on the right. Photographs by Paul Benson.  

http://www.lolldaiga.com/project-type/paul-benson/
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Publications and Reports  
 

Thesis 

 Boles, O. J. 2017. Pastoralist settlement and the anthropogenic savannah: the archaeo-ecology of Maili 
Sita, Kenya. PhD thesis, Institute of Archaeology, University College London, UK. Website: 
https://ucl.academia.edu/OliverBoles/ 

 

In press 

 Butynski, T. M. & De Jong, Y. A. Common warthog Phacochoerus africanus. In Ecology, Evolution and 
Management of Wild Pigs and Peccaries. Implications for Conservation. Melletti, M. & Meijaard, E., eds. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK.  

 Butynski, T. M. & De Jong, Y. A. Mount Kenya potto is a subspecies of eastern potto Perodicticus ibeanus. 
Primate Conservation 31.

 Butynski, T. M. & De Jong, Y. A. Primates of Africa’s coastal deltas and their conservation. In Primates in 
Flooded Habitats: Ecology and Conservation. Barnett, A. A., Matsuda, I. & Nowak, K., eds. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, UK.  

 Cunneyworth, P., De Jong, Y. A., Butynski, T. M. & Perkin, A. W. IUCN/SSC Red List assessment for the 
Peter's Angolan colobus Colobus angolensis palliatus. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2017. 
IUCN/SSC, Gland, Switzerland. 

 De Jong, Y. A. & Butynski, T. M. Desert warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus. In Ecology, Evolution and 
Management of Wild Pigs and Peccaries. Implications for Conservation. Melletti, M. & Meijaard, E., eds. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK. 

 De Jong, Y. A. & Butynski, T. M. IUCN/SSC Red List 2017 assessments for 47 taxa of African primate.  

 Wronski, T., Lerp, H., Bärmann, E. V., Butynski, T. M. & Plath, M. Dark grey gazelles Gazella 
(Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) in Arabia: Threatened species or domestic pet? Hystrix. 

Submitted 
 

 De Jong, Y. A. & Butynski, T. M. Distinguishing Günther’s dik-dik Madoqua guentheri and Kirk’s dik-dik 
Madoqua kirkii in areas of sympatry, records of aberrant coloured individuals, and comment on 
Madoqua guentheri hodsoni. Gnusletter.  

 De Jong, Y. A. & Butynski, T. M. Lost species: Mount Kenya potto. 



In preparation 
 

 De Jong, Y. A. & Butynski, T. M. Primates of 
East Africa. Pocket Identification Guide. 

 De Jong, Y. A., d’Huart, J. P. & Butynski, T. M. 
Biogeography of the desert warthog 
Phacochoerus aethiopicus (Pallas, 1766) and 
common warthog Phacochoerus africanus 
(Gmelin, 1788) in the Horn of Africa.  
 

 
Adult female Lelwel hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus 
lelwel with young calf (ca. 3 weeks old), southern 
Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. Photograph by Yvonne de Jong.  

https://ucl.academia.edu/OliverBoles/
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Rainfall on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Species totals as of end of April 2017  
 
Mammals on the Lolldaiga Hills Conservation Landscape…………………………..104 species 
Birds on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch……………………………………………………………………..383 species 
Birds on the proposed IBA/KBA………………………………………………………………….525 species 
Reptiles on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch……………………………………………..……………….….33 species 
Amphibians on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch...............................................................12 species 
Butterflies on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch……………… ……………………………………………135 species 
Moths on Lolldaiga Hills Ranch....................................................................>200 species 
 
Except for moths, species list for the above taxonomic groups can be viewed at www.lolldaiga.com 

 
 

Rainfall data kindly provided by Peter Karani. 
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Lesser kestrel Falco neumanni, 
Lolldaiga Hills Ranch. Photograph by 
Yvonne de Jong 

http://www.lolldaiga.com/
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Best Zoological Society of London/Lolldaiga Hills Research Programme camera trap photographs on 
Lolldaiga Hills Ranch (April 2017) 
 

Leopard Panthera pardus 
 

Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 

 
Common waterbuck (Kobus 
ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus) 
 

 
Common waterbuck (Kobus ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus) 
 

 
Günther’s dik-dik Madoqua guentheri (greyish colour 

morph) 

 
Günther’s dik-dik Madoqua guentheri (greyish colour 

morph) 
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Common duiker Sylvicapra grimmia  

 

 
Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus 

Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 
 

Bushbuck (Tragelaphus scriptus) 

 

 
African buffalo (Syncerus caffer) 

 
African buffalo (Syncerus caffer) 

 


